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importance of putting cops on the beat.
The COPS Improvement Act continues
the good work we started in the 1990s.
It will help law enforcement agencies
in my district to hire another 173 po-
lice officers. That’s 173 men and women
to patrol the streets and keep their
hardworking neighbors safe.

Madam Speaker, I urge this House to

pass this much-needed legislation
today.
———
COPS

(Mr. STUPAK asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. STUPAK. Madam Speaker, in
1994 President Clinton, with the help of
congressional Democrats, established
the COPS program. The COPS program
changed the way we fight crime in this
country by giving local jurisdictions
the support they needed to put over
100,000 new police officers on the street.
The results were clear: a nationwide
drop in crime and safer streets in our
communities.

Having been a police officer for 12
years, I proudly support the continu-
ation of the COPS program. Unfortu-
nately, the President and the Repub-
licans have cut and gut the COPS pro-
gram.

The COPS program is needed now
more than ever. The threat of ter-
rorism has put new burdens on our first
responders, and recent news reports
show violent crime in our cities is
again on the rise. As a result, the
Democrats will seek to put $1.5 billion
forth in the budget to hire more police
officers where they can do the most
good, on the streets in our commu-
nities.

The COPS program is a proven con-
cept that has the full support of the
law enforcement community. The
Democrats will make the program even
better.

Let us work together to put cops
back on the streets and give them the
tools they need to keep us and America
safe.

———
COPS

(Mr. EMANUEL asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. EMANUEL. Madam Speaker, like
my colleagues, I too, rise in support of
the full funding for the 100,000 commu-
nity police officers. It has been a
linchpin to a very successful anti-
crime strategy.

In the 1990s, we pursued a single
strategy of putting more cops on the
beat and getting gangs, guns and drugs
off the street. It led to the longest and
largest decline of violent crime in
American history.

After the elimination of the COPS
program, community police officers,
we saw a steady increase in violent
crime. Cops doing community policing,
an old strategy, door by door, knowing
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their neighbors, knowing their commu-
nity, led to a dramatic drop in violent
crime. Reducing those 100,000 extra po-
lice on the streets led to an increase in
violent crime.

Democrats came here to change
Washington, to bring a new direction
to our policy. Seeing an increase in
violent crime in America, we went
back to a basic fundamental strategy
that has proven year after year to be
successful, adding 100,000 cops, doing
community policing, knowing their
neighbors, knowing the kids that go to
school, knowing where the problems
are, hitting the problems before they
start, leading to the most successful
anti-violent crime strategy in Amer-
ican history.

I am proud that we have brought this
change to Washington.

———

FOLLOW THE LAW FOR ENERGY
EFFICIENCY

(Mr. INSLEE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. INSLEE. Madam Speaker, we
have had the right to be disappointed
in the President’s abject refusal to do
anything to give us auto efficiency and
clean autos for years. And now we still
have the right to be disappointed even
though he has been ordered to do so by
the United States Supreme Court. We
sort of heard this sort of semi ‘“‘maybe
I’'ll think about it”’ approach the other
day.

We need some bold action when it
comes to new technology, including in
our automobile sector; and we know we
can get that. We know we can have ef-
ficient automobiles, and we know we
can deal with global warming.

I’'ve got to tell you, I just cannot un-
derstand why some folks here want to
embrace ignorance on global warming.
They point out that we didn’t know
about global warming in 1970. We didn’t
know about the Internet either, but I
don’t know why you shouldn’t use it.

We’ve learned some things from 1970.
We’ve learned that the planet is warm-
ing. We’ve learned that CO, is respon-
sible. We’ve learned that it’s coming
from our industries. And we’ve learned
that if we have the Federal law fol-
lowed, we will have energy efficiency
and a clean energy economy in the fu-
ture of this country.
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PASS THE COPS PROGRAM

(Mr. COHEN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. COHEN. Madam Speaker, I join
my colleagues in asking that we pass
the COPS Program. I started my career
after law school as the attorney for the
Memphis Police Department, and I
learned then that patrol was the major
deterrent to crime.

When I campaigned this year in the
City of Memphis and met with the
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Afro-American Police Association,
they came to me and the thing they
asked me to do was to get more COPS
dollars, saying that community polic-
ing was an effective tool in the fight
against crime; that it wasn’t just ar-
resting, but it was knowing people in
the community and encouraging them
to find ways to interrelate to the police
and have a better attitude.

By working with my colleagues on
the other side of the aisle and Ranking
Member SMITH, we came up with an
amendment that will be part of the bill
that will give Iraqi and Afghanistan
veterans priority in the COPS Program
so that when we bring our troops home
we can have them effectively police our
neighborhoods, just as they have been
policing the neighborhoods in Baghdad.

We need policemen and cops on the
streets in our hometowns, in Memphis,
Tennessee, to fight crime. We need
them home today in our towns, and not
in Baghdad. The COPS Program will
help.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or on which the
vote is objected to under clause 6 of
rule XX.

Record votes on postponed questions
will be taken later today.

———

AMERICAN VETERANS DISABLED
FOR LIFE COMMEMORATIVE
COIN ACT

Mr. MOORE of Kansas. Madam
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules
and pass the bill (H.R. 634) to require
the Secretary of the Treasury to mint
coins in commemoration of veterans
who become disabled for life while
serving in the Armed Forces of the
United States, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 634

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘American
Veterans Disabled for Life Commemorative
Coin Act”.

SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

The Congress finds as follows:

(1) The Armed Forces of the United States
have answered the call and served with dis-
tinction around the world—from hitting the
beaches in World War II in the Pacific and
Europe, to the cold and difficult terrain in
Korea, the steamy jungles of Vietnam, and
the desert sands of the Middle East.

(2) All Americans should commemorate
those who come home having survived the
ordeal of war, and solemnly honor those who
made the ultimate sacrifice in giving their
lives for their country.

(3) All Americans should honor the mil-
lions of living disabled veterans who carry
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the scars of war every day, and who have
made enormous personal sacrifices defending
the principles of our democracy.

(4) In 2000, Congress authorized the con-
struction of the American Veterans Disabled
for Life Memorial.

(5) The United States should pay tribute to
the Nation’s living disabled veterans by
minting and issuing a commemorative silver
dollar coin.

(6) The surcharge proceeds from the sale of
a commemorative coin would raise valuable
funding for the construction of the American
Veterans Disabled for Life Memorial.

SEC. 3. COIN SPECIFICATIONS.

(a) $1 SILVER COINS.—The Secretary of the
Treasury (hereafter in this Act referred to as
the ‘‘Secretary’’) shall mint and issue not
more than 350,000 $1 coins in commemoration
of disabled American veterans, each of which
shall—

(1) weigh 26.73 grams;

(2) have a diameter of 1.500 inches; and

(3) contain 90 percent silver and 10 percent
copper.

(b) LEGAL TENDER.—The coins minted
under this Act shall be legal tender, as pro-
vided in section 5103 of title 31, United States
Code.

(c) NuMIsSMATIC ITEMS.—For purposes of
sections 5134 and 5136 of title 31, United
States Code, all coins minted under this Act
shall be considered to be numismatic items.
SEC. 4. DESIGN OF COINS.

(a) DESIGN REQUIREMENTS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The design of the coins
minted under this Act shall be emblematic
of the design selected by the Disabled Vet-
erans’ LIFE Memorial Foundation for the
American Veterans Disabled for Life Memo-
rial.

(2) DESIGNATION AND INSCRIPTIONS.—On
each coin minted under this Act, there shall
be—

(A) a designation of the value of the coin;

(B) an inscription of the year ‘2010°’; and

(C) inscriptions of the words ‘‘Liberty’’,
“In God We Trust’’, ‘“United States of Amer-
ica’”, and ‘“‘E Pluribus Unum”’.

(b) SELECTION.—The design for the coins
minted under this Act shall be—

(1) selected by the Secretary, after con-
sultation with the Disabled Veterans’ LIFE
Memorial Foundation and the Commission of
Fine Arts; and

(2) reviewed by the Citizens Coinage Advi-
sory Committee.

SEC. 5. ISSUANCE OF COINS.

(a) QUALITY OF COINS.—Coins minted under
this Act shall be issued in uncirculated and
proof qualities.

(b) MINT FACILITY.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Only 1 facility of the
United States Mint may be used to strike
any particular quality of the coins minted
under this Act.

(2) USE OF THE UNITED STATES MINT AT WEST
POINT, NEW YORK.—It is the sense of the Con-
gress that the coins minted under this Act
should be struck at the United States Mint
at West Point, New York, to the greatest ex-
tent possible.

(c) PERIOD FOR ISSUANCE.—The Secretary
may issue coins under this Act only during
the calendar year beginning on January 1,
2010.

SEC. 6. SALE OF COINS.

(a) SALE PRICE.—The coins issued under
this Act shall be sold by the Secretary at a
price equal to the sum of—

(1) the face value of the coins;

(2) the surcharge provided in section 7 with
respect to such coins; and

(3) the cost of designing and issuing the
coins (including labor, materials, dies, use of
machinery, overhead expenses, marketing,
and shipping).
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(b) BULK SALES.—The Secretary shall
make bulk sales of the coins issued under
this Act at a reasonable discount.

(¢) PREPAID ORDERS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall ac-
cept prepaid orders for the coins minted
under this Act before the issuance of such
coins.

(2) DISCOUNT.—Sale prices with respect to
prepaid orders under paragraph (1) shall be
at a reasonable discount.

SEC. 7. SURCHARGES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—AII sales of coins issued
under this Act shall include a surcharge of
$10 per coin.

(b) DISTRIBUTION.—Subject to section
5134(f) of title 31, United States Code, all sur-
charges received by the Secretary from the
sale of coins issued under this Act shall be
paid to the Disabled Veterans’ LIFE Memo-
rial Foundation for the purpose of estab-
lishing an endowment to support the con-
struction of American Veterans’ Disabled for
Life Memorial in Washington, D.C.

(c) AUDITS.—The Comptroller General of
the United States shall have the right to ex-
amine such books, records, documents, and
other data of the Disabled Veterans’ LIFE
Memorial Foundation as may be related to
the expenditures of amounts paid under sub-
section (b).

(d) LIMITATION.—Notwithstanding  sub-
section (a), no surcharge may be included
with respect to the issuance under this Act
of any coin during a calendar year if, as of
the time of such issuance, the issuance of
such coin would result in the number of com-
memorative coin programs issued during
such year to exceed the annual 2 commemo-
rative coin program issuance limitation
under section 5112(m)(1) of title 31, United
States Code (as in effect on the date of the
enactment of this Act). The Secretary of the
Treasury may issue guidance to carry out
this subsection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Kansas (Mr. MOORE) and the gentleman
from Illinois (Mr. ROSKAM) each will
control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Kansas.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. MOORE of Kansas. Madam
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
all Members have 5 legislative days
within which to revise and extend their
remarks on this legislation and to in-
sert any other material.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Kansas?

There was no objection.

Mr. MOORE of Kansas. Madam
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

Madam Speaker, this legislation that
we are considering today is a simple,
straightforward bill that would take a
small but important step to recognize
and honor the more than 3 million
American veterans currently living
with disabilities as a result of their
sacrifice and service in our United
States Armed Forces. In fact, of 26 mil-
lion American veterans today, nearly
one in 10 embody the physical cost of
their service in permanent disability.

While there are many other steps
that Congress should take to improve
the lives of disabled veterans, by pass-
ing this bipartisan legislation today,
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which I have introduced with my friend
and colleague, Mr. KiRK of Illinois, we
hope to honor and show our gratitude
for their sacrifice and the toll this has
taken on their 1lives. Specifically,
Madam Speaker, this legislation pro-
vides for the design, manufacture and
sale of special commemorative silver
coins and authorizes special surcharges
on these coins to be contributed toward
the construction of a memorial to dis-
abled veterans.

The American Veterans Disabled for
Life Memorial will occupy an impres-
sive 2-acre site located just southwest
of the Rayburn House Office Building
adjacent to the National Mall within
full view of the United States Capitol.
The memorial will embody America’s
lasting gratitude for the men and
women whose lives are forever changed
in their service to our country. It will
also serve as an important reminder to
Members of Congress of the human cost
of war and the need to support our vet-
erans. We must never forget the sac-
rifices these American heroes made
and continue to make in order to pro-
mote a better world for our fellow citi-
zens.

Building this long overdue memorial
is something we need to do and should
do as Americans.

Madam Speaker, I include the fol-
lowing letter exchange for the RECORD:

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS,
Washington, DC, May 2, 2007.

Hon. BARNEY FRANK,

Chairman, Financial Services Committee, Ray-
burn House Office Building, Washington,
DC.

DEAR BARNEY: I am writing regarding H.R.
634, the American Veterans Disabled for Life
Commemorative Coin Act.

As you know, the Committee on Ways and
Means maintains jurisdiction over bills that
raise revenue. H.R. 634 contains a provision
that establishes a surcharge for the sale of
commemorative coins that are minted under
the bill, and thus falls within the jurisdic-
tion of the Committee on Ways and Means.

However, as part of our ongoing under-
standing regarding commemorative coin
bills and in order to expedite this bill for
floor consideration, the Committee will
forgo action. This is being done with the un-
derstanding that it does not in any way prej-
udice the Committee with respect to the ap-
pointment of conferees or its jurisdictional
prerogatives on this bill or similar legisla-
tion in the future.

I would appreciate your response to this
letter, confirming this understanding with
respect to H.R. 634, and would ask that a
copy of our exchange of letters on this mat-
ter be included in the RECORD.

Sincerely,
CHARLES B. RANGEL,
Chairman.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON FINANCIAL SERVICES,
Washington, DC, May 2, 2007.

Hon. CHARLES B. RANGEL,

Chairman, Committee on Ways and Means,
House of Representatives, Washington, DC.

DEAR CHARLIE: I am writing in response to
your letter regarding H.R. 634, the ‘‘Amer-
ican Veterans Disabled for Life Commemora-
tive Coin Act,” which was introduced in the
House and referred to the Committee on Fi-
nancial Services on January 23, 2007. It is my
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expectation that this bill will be scheduled
for floor consideration in the near future.

I wish to confirm our mutual under-
standing on this bill. As you know, section 7
of the bill establishes a surcharge for the
sale of commemorative coins that are mint-
ed under the bill. I acknowledge your com-
mittee’s jurisdictional interest in such sur-
charges as revenue matters. However, I ap-
preciate your willingness to forego com-
mittee action on H.R. 634 in order to allow
the bill to come to the floor expeditiously. I
agree that your decision to forego further ac-
tion on this bill will not prejudice the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means with respect to
its jurisdictional prerogatives on this or
similar legislation. I would support your re-
quest for conferees on those provisions with-
in your jurisdiction should this bill be the
subject of a House-Senate conference.

I will include this exchange of letters in
the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD when this bill is
considered by the House. Thank you again
for your assistance.

BARNEY FRANK,
Chairman.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. ROSKAM. Madam Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Madam Speaker, I rise today in
strong support of H.R. 634, the Amer-
ican Veterans Disabled for Life Com-
memorative Coin Act introduced by
Mr. MOORE and by my colleague from
Illinois (Mr. KIRK).

Madam Speaker, occasionally we dis-
agree on the floor of this great Cham-
ber, and we heard some of those dis-
agreements aired a couple of minutes
ago, but now there can be no disagree-
ment about the goals of this legisla-
tion, honoring the heroes who have
been grievously injured in the defense
of this country, in defense of liberty, in
defense of democracy.

There are plenty of monuments, as
well there ought to be, for those who
gave their lives for those causes, but I
know of no monument to those who
lived, but whose lives were drastically
altered, whose bodies were broken, but
whose spirits are still strong. But now
they will have their own monument,
and it is only right, Madam Speaker.

This memorial will be for the World
War II vet who came back without a
hand, the Korean War vet who uses a
wheelchair, the Vietnam vet who uses
the white cane of the blind, and for the
veterans of the conflicts in the gulf,
who came back to us forever changed.

In 2000, Congress approved the build-
ing of the American Veterans Disabled
for Life Memorial. It will be a $65 mil-
lion privately funded memorial just
west of the Rayburn Building, across
from the Botanic Garden and in full
view of the Capitol. The Commission of
Fine Arts and the National Capital
Planning Commission approved the
conceptual design in 2004 and re-
affirmed it in 2006.

The memorial will express our Na-
tion’s gratitude to those who paid the
terrible cost of defending freedom. It
represents the values of duty, of cour-
age and of sacrifice that are the life-
blood of American democracy.
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I urge Members, staff and the rest of
the country to look at the Web site of
the memorial at avdlm.org.

About half of the money for con-
struction already has been raised, and
this legislation, through surcharges on
the sale of silver one-dollar coins to be
issued by the U.S. Mint in 2010, could
raise another $3.5 million to be used for
construction or to maintain the dra-
matic memorial.

Madam Speaker, I am glad to be one
of more than 300 Members of Congress
who have cosponsored this bill, which
is supported by the VFW, the American
Legion, the DAV, and thousands of vet-
erans and veteran organizations across
the Nation who have contributed to the
memorial’s creation.

Madam Speaker, I ask for the imme-
diate passage of H.R. 634 and urge all
Members to support it.

Mr. MOORE of Kansas. Madam
Speaker, I reserve the balance of my
time.

Mr. ROSKAM. Madam Speaker, I
yield 5 minutes to the gentleman from
Illinois (Mr. KIRK), the sponsor of the
bill.

Mr. KIRK. I thank the gentleman for
yielding.

Madam Speaker, there are over 50
million Americans who have worn our
country’s uniform, and over 20 million
are alive today. Among them there are
3 million Americans who are disabled
from wounds in battle. Thanks to ad-
vances in military medicine, soldiers
who once died of their wounds are now
surviving and they return from battle
with broken bodies, but not broken
spirits. It is that spirit of men and
women that we honor today. This
Moore-Kirk bill will help raise funds
for a memorial to disabled American
veterans.

I want to particularly thank my bi-
partisan partner in this effort, Rep-
resentative DENNIS MOORE of Kansas.
We formed a bond and a partnership to
pass this bill first authored by Rep-
resentative Sue Kelly of New York. Mr.
MOORE and I worked many weeks to get
over 290 cosponsors, Republicans and
Democrats, to make sure this bill could
come to the floor.

In 2000, Congress authorized the con-
struction of the Americans Veterans
Disabled for Life Memorial just south
of the Rayburn Building within sight of
the U.S. Capitol. Last December, Presi-
dent Bush signed into law a bill trans-
ferring control of the land for the me-
morial from the District of Columbia
to the National Park Service. Now, the
American Veterans Disabled for Life
Memorial Foundation needs to raise
approximately $65 million to cover the
cost of construction.

Our bill today will authorize the Sec-
retary of the Treasury to mint com-
memorative silver dollars to be sold
with a surcharge that will help the
American Veterans Disabled for Life
Memorial Foundation to raise the
money it needs for this memorial. Not
only will these coins be collectors’
items, but they will benefit this wor-
thy cause.
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Earlier this year, I had the privilege
of meeting with an extraordinary
young man, Sergeant Bryan Anderson
of Rolling Meadows, Illinois. Bryan’s
story is, unfortunately, all too com-
mon for our soldiers in Iraq, but his
spirit is uncommon, and his attitude
sets him apart from the average per-
son.

You see, Bryan lost both legs and an
arm to a roadside bomb in Iraq. He
jokes that he would have lost both
arms if he hadn’t been smoking when
the bomb detonated. His sense of
humor and determination are clearly
apparent in the interview that he gave
to Esquire Magazine in January. In it
he said, ‘“This wound does not define
me. It may be how I look on the out-
side, but it is not who I am. I guess you
could remember me easily as being a
triple amputee, but that’s not who I
am. It has nothing to do with who I
am. I have always been the same per-
son.”

Bryan is a self-described ‘‘adrenalin
junkie’” who hopes one day to become a
Hollywood stuntman. Since his appear-
ances on the cover of Esquire, he has
had numerous opportunities to use his
story for the gain of this legislation,
often being baited to say if he has any
political affiliation or asked what he
thinks about the war. Each time he re-
fuses to take the bait. He says he
doesn’t want to talk about politics.
But he is always willing and excited to
talk about the American Veterans Dis-
abled for Life Memorial.

Washington has legions of profes-
sional advocates who make a living
convincing people to see issues from
their point of view, but none of them
compare to Bryan Anderson. With
Bryan, what you see is what you get,
an American veteran with an inspira-
tional story that has dedicated a good
portion of his life to seeing that this
memorial be built, not just for himself,
but for 3 million disabled American
veterans, and for everyone to remem-
ber the sacrifices that they have made.

Bryan is a genuine man that you may
one day meet. I hope passage of this
legislation brings us closer to a day
when Bryan returns to Capitol Hill to
see the memorial that he helped to
build.

With more than 3 million disabled
American veterans in the TUnited
States, it is fitting that we construct a
memorial in Washington, D.C., within
sight of this Capitol. It is my hope that
my colleagues will answer Bryan An-
derson’s call to action and support this
legislation to make this memorial a re-
ality.

With that, I just want to once again
thank my colleague from Kansas (Mr.
MOORE) for an outstanding partnership
and a great bipartisan victory today.

Mr. MOORE of Kansas. Madam
Speaker, I want to again thank my col-
league from Illinois (Mr. KIRK) for the
wonderful display of bipartisanship
here. I wish we could set an example
and hope we set an example for all of
our colleagues here to work on other
matters together.
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Madam Speaker, I yield 2 minutes to
the gentleman from Michigan (Mr.
STUPAK).

Mr. STUPAK. I thank the gentleman
for yielding.

Madam Speaker, let me compliment
the sponsors of this bill, Mr. MOORE
from Kansas and Mr. KIRK from Illi-
nois. I am down here on another bill,
but I felt compelled to say a few words,
if T may, on this piece of legislation,
which really honors American disabled
veterans with this commemorative
coin. This will help us raise the money
to build this monument, which is long
overdue.

Whether you are talking about my
father-in-law, Ken Olsen, up in Esca-
naba, who was disabled in World War
II, or the recent disabled members of
our Armed Forces coming back from
Afghanistan and Iraq, I think we can
all personally relate to different sto-
ries.

Today, Derek Gagne, who spent quite
a bit of time at Walter Reed Army Hos-
pital, is coming back to the upper pe-
ninsula of Michigan, where family and
friends will be waiting to greet him
home. Unfortunately, as Derek has left
his bed at Walter Reed for an amputa-
tion he had to have because of injuries
sustained in Iraq, unfortunately, that
bed is being taken by another member
from my district who also was wounded
in Iraq.

We talk about our disabled veterans
and we honor them throughout our
time, especially in the summer months
through the Memorial Day and 4th of
July and all the holidays we celebrate
in parades and ceremonies like that,
but it is time that we have the memo-
rial here in Washington, so those of us
who make decisions on war understand
that it is more than just sending an
army here or there, but that there is
consequences of it.
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Whether the injury is an amputation
or a closed-head injury, which we are
seeing so much of in the war in Iraq,
each and every injury serves to remind
us of the horrors of war but also that
these men and women and their fami-
lies and their spouses deserve our ut-
most respect.

So I am very pleased to see this me-
morial start to take on more and more
life, to become a reality. And the work
of Mr. MOORE and Mr. KIRK will cer-
tainly help bring forth this memorial. I
am very honored to not only cosponsor
H.R. 634, but also to support the Amer-
ican Veterans Disabled for Life Com-
memorative Coin Act.

Mr. ROSKAM. Madam Speaker, I
yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. MOORE of Kansas. Madam
Speaker, I yield back the balance of
my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Kansas (Mr.
MOORE) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 634, as
amended.
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The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. MOORE of Kansas. Madam
Speaker, on that I demand the yeas
and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this question will be
postponed.

———

ARMY SPECIALIST JOSEPH P.
MICKS FEDERAL FLAG CODE
AMENDMENT ACT OF 2007

Mr. STUPAK. Madam Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 692) to amend title 4, United
States Code, to authorize the Governor
of a State, territory, or possession of
the United States to order that the Na-
tional flag be flown at half-staff in that
State, territory, or possession in the
event of the death of a member of the
Armed Forces from that State, terri-
tory, or possession who dies while serv-
ing on active duty, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 692

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ““Army Specialist
Joseph P. Micks Federal Flag Code Amendment
Act of 2007.

SEC. 2. FINDING.

Congress finds that members of the Armed
Forces of the United States defend the freedom
and security of the United States.

SEC. 3. PROCEDURE FOR NATIONAL FLAG TO BE
FLOWN AT HALF-STAFF IN THE
EVENT OF THE DEATH OF A MEMBER
OF THE ARMED FORCES.

(a) ISSUANCE OF PROCLAMATION.—Subsection
(m) of section 7 of title 4, United States Code, is
amended in the sixth sentence—

(1) by inserting ‘‘or the death of a member of
the Armed Forces from any State, territory, or
possession who dies while serving on active
duty’ after ‘‘present or former official of the
government of any State, territory, or possession
of the United States’’; and

(2) by inserting before the period the fol-
lowing: ““, and the same authority is provided to
the Mayor of the District of Columbia with re-
spect to present or former officials of the District
of Columbia and members of the Armed Forces
from the District of Columbia’.

(b) FEDERAL FACILITY CONSISTENCY WITH
PROCLAMATION.—Such subsection is further
amended by inserting after the sixth sentence
the following nmew sentence: ‘“‘When the Gov-
ernor of a State, territory, or possession, or the
Mayor of the District of Columbia, issues a proc-
lamation under the preceding sentence that the
National flag be flown at half-staff in that
State, territory, or possession or in the District
of Columbia because of the death of a member of
the Armed Forces, the National flag flown at
any Federal installation or facility in the area
covered by that proclamation shall be flown at
half-staff consistent with that proclamation.”’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Michigan (Mr. STUPAK) and the gen-
tleman from Virginia (Mr. FORBES)
each will control 20 minutes.

May 15, 2007

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Michigan.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. STUPAK. Madam Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous materials in the RECORD.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Michigan?

There was no objection.

Mr. STUPAK. Madam Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

As author of H.R. 692, the Army Spe-
cialist Joseph P. Micks Federal Flag
Code Amendment Act of 2007, I urge my
colleagues to support its passage.

Madam Speaker, those who make the
ultimate sacrifice for our country de-
serve our country’s utmost respect.
H.R. 692 will ensure that our fallen
troops and their families are provided
the appropriate respect due.

The Army Specialist Joseph P. Micks
Federal Flag Code Amendment Act of
2007 would require all Federal Govern-
ment agencies in a State to comply
with a Governor’s proclamation to fly
the national flag at half-staff in honor
of those who lose their lives serving
our country.

H.R. 692 is named after Joseph P.
Micks, a soldier from Rapid River,
Michigan, who was killed in Iraq last
July at the age of 22. Specialist Micks
was an all-American soldier and cit-
izen. He was an altar server at church,
an Hagle Scout from Troop 466 in Glad-
stone, Michigan, loved to collect sports
memorabilia, and fixed the computers
of his neighbors. He joined the Army to
help others, to make a difference.

His death was not only mourned by
his family and friends, but also by the
citizens of the rural communities
which make up and comprise Delta
County, Michigan. As his funeral pro-
cession progressed through several
rural communities in the Upper Penin-
sula of Michigan, citizens were upset to
note that some Federal agencies had
not lowered their flags based on the
Governor’s proclamation in honor of
Specialist Micks.

There have been several other in-
stances in my district, unfortunately,
when a Federal agency has not lowered
its flag in accordance with Governor
Granholm’s proclamation.

When I have learned of Federal agen-
cies, offices and buildings that have
not lowered their American flags, I
have contacted the agencies. I have
been told that the directive to lower
the flag has not come from the district
office or the regional office or from
Washington headquarters. It is regret-
table that this legislation is even nec-
essary. Last year I wrote the President
asking him to issue an executive order
to have the flags lowered. He has not
responded. However, as there have been
not one but multiple instances where
Federal agencies have ignored the Gov-
ernor’s request to lower flags, it is im-
portant that Congress address this
issue.
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